Who Gets Custody in Utah
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When a couple with children parts ways, the responsibility of taking care of the children rests on the shoulders of
both parents. An important part of child custody is whom the children will live with and what visitation of the other
parent will be like. If both parents cannot mutually agree on whom the child will live with, the court steps in place as
a neutral arbiter.

While there are no defined or set rules of which parent will automatically have the privilege of becoming the
custodian, there are statutory factors that the court considers before awarding any decision regarding the minors.

What is in the “Best Interests’” of Your Child?

When deciding on which parent should take the primary custodial mantle, or whether custody should be shared, and
how much visitation is allowed by either parent, family courts factor in several considerations.

While the factors may vary from one state to another, the overall question in nearly all custodial cases is pretty much
the same, “What are the best interests of the child?” Below are just some of the factors that are considered.

e The emotional ties: The court would want to know which of the either parent has deepest emotional bonds
with the kid. Some of the actions that reveal emotion ties include the tendency of caring for your child’s needs
and knowledge in the child’'s hobbies, or interests.

¢ Financial strength: Either parent seeking child custodial should prove that they are financially stable, and

can cater for all the benefits of the child. The parent should have a regular, reliable, and stable stream of
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income.

e Past record: An aspiring parent should not have a tainted record, with regards to handling children. HE
should not be convicted of engaging is vices such as kidnapping, child abuse, spouse abuse, child
molestation, or rape.

o Family unit: Another critical factor in the child development is the support, stability, and love of the family unit.
In such instances, the judge will consider whether the custodial parent can cooperate with the other better
half in raising the kid. Also, does he/she have the ability and maturity of avoiding conflict of interest for the
sake of the child.

e Other factors: Depending on the type of case, and the couple involved, the judge may also consider other
factors such as the health of the parent, the child's age, and gender, impact on the child's education, and the
distance between the parents.

Factors that Determine the Best Interests of a Child in Case of Custody Dispute

Just like most of the courts in other states, the Utah family courts always put the best interests of the child before
making any custodial decision. Some of the typical factors that may influence who is going to the primary caregiver
include;

— Past conduct

— Financial position/strength of the parent

— Bond between the child and parent

— The physical, physiological and emotional needs of the child

— The child’s preferences and the ability of the parent to protect the child against conflict

— Parenting skill
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Both porents share legal
responsibility to make
important decisions for
the child. Child spends at
least 11 nights a year

at each parent’s holse

Joint Legal
Sole Physical

Both parents share
legal responsibility
making impartant
decisions for the child.
One parent is the
primary home where
the child spends over
225 nights a year.
Other parent usually
gets visitation.
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your child,
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Getting the Right Help

Child custody dispute is not only complicated but also among the most contentious legal situation that you could
face. However, with the assistance and support of a professional attorney, the whole process can be simplified and

made easier.

When parents live in different
stotes, one state has jurisdic-
tion over your custody
proceadings, and you will
follow the laws of that state,

One parent has full legal
respensibility to moke
impartant decisions as
well as being the primary
home for the child.

‘ Other parent wsually

gets visitotion.

Religion the child will be
roised in, medical treatment
the child may receive,
extracurricular activitles,
school, or child care they
will attend,

Umh Low requires custody

sues be reso through

mediation before going to
court

Attorney David Pedrazas, of Law Office of David Pedrazas PLLC, is a distinguished figure in the corridors of justice

and has helped hundreds of people in Utah during their difficult time in settling custodial cases. Call to schedule a

free case evaluation at 801-263-7078.
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